
A LOST LEICESTERSHIRE INDUSTRY 
by 

J. A. Daniell 

The author is indebted to Mr. John Colledge, of Whitwick, who has 
generously allowed his notes to be quoted, and to Mr. William Corah, of 
the Coalville Times, whose comments on the subject have stimulated local 
interest. 

INTRODUCTION 

Of all the minor industries of Leicestershire in the nineteenth century 
it must be true to say that Bauble-making is one of the least known but by 
no means the least interesting. A search through the old Directories will 
reveal the official name1 "Spar Ornament Manufactory", but among the few 
surviving old folk whose fading memories recall the "good old days" in 
Whitwick, Thringstone and Coleorton it must be "Bawbles" (sic) and as 
such they will be referred to in this brief account. 

The word "Bauble" was used locally to define an object which was 
ornamental but had no particular use. It is true that many of them were 
made to fulfil a functional purpose but they were, nevertheless, intended 
for display on the mantelpiece rather than for use in the kitchen cupboard. 

It is o.f course well known that alabaster has been quarried at Chellaston 
in Derbyshire since medieval times and it was from these same quarries that 
the Leicestershire bauble-makers obtained their "spar". (The word 
"alabaster" was not recognised in the industry.) It was delivered to them 
in large blocks transported by horse and cart, a distance of about 12 miles 
by road. 

A local industry is usually sited in a particular place either because the 
raw material is at hand or because there is a steady demand in the district 
for the goods produced. For some reason that cannot readily be explained 
the Leicestershire bauble industry fulfilled neither of these conditions. It 
must have taken the horses a full day to transport their heavy loads from 
Chellaston and very few of the finished baubles were sold locally, the only 
demand coming from "The Monastery" who were glad of a few to sell in 
the summer months as souvenirs to those who visited Mount St. Bernard. 
Some were sent to Matlock but the greatest demand for them came from the 
"fashionable watering places"-the south and east coast resorts and the 
west country. There was also an overseas market, several crates being 
exported annually to the U.S.A. and every spring a "hogshead of baubles" 
was despatched from Whitwick to the Niagara Falls! 

The industry flourished throughout the second half of the nineteenth 
century, but before 1900 it was called upon to face the competition of cheap 
foreign ornaments imported on an ever-increasing scale. It seems to have 
declined very rapidly after the turn of the century. 
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There are two old people still living who were actively engaged in the 
industry. Their memories have enabled this paper to be written and their 
names deserve record as being the last of the Leicestershire bauble-makers 
-Mrs. Sally Clarke, of Hall Lane, Whitwick, and Mr. Herbert Peters, of 
Main Street, Thringstone. 

Since nearly all the baubles were sent away, few have survived locally, 
but they come to light occasionally and Leicester Museum has acquired 
several during recent years. (See List.) Some are still treasured by the 
older people as family heirlooms, and the writer remembers a meeting of 
the Coleorton Women's Institute a few years ago when several were exhibited 
by their owners with great pride. Although these ornaments cannot claim 
the distinction of artistic merit or even, in many cases, of good proportions, 
the degree of skill required to produce them was at least equal to that 
demanded of an expert wood-turner. Their interest to us lies in the fact 
that they are products of a local industry which supplied the Victorian 
demand for curios in distant places. 

HISTORY 

The earliest reference to the industry was discovered by Mr. Colledge 
in the British Magazine and Monthly Register for 1836, p. 121. As a 
description of Whitwick's transformation it is worth quoting in full: 

''WHITWICK 
It has passed, as there is reason to believe, from the character of 

an almost entirely agricultural village to that of a closely inhabited 
manufacturing one, and that in an incredibly short space of time. It 
consists of three townships ; Whitwick, Thringstone and Swannington, 
the joint population of which,, being greatly increased since 1831 by 
the introduction of a colliery, may be safely estimated at nearly 4,000 . 
. . . Here all are masters and none servants and the tendency is to 
disorder, dissention and misrule. The low ebb of trade keeps the com
munities dnwn still more and although a livelier description of artisan
ship and labour has been introduced in the last few years into this place, 
both in tendency and actual effect diminishing this evil, in the shape 
of extensive Spa Manufactories and an extensive Colliery, yet the latter 
has brought with it a great influx of desolute VICE". 

The earliest known reference to a bauble-maker occurs in the Lough
borough Directory of 1841. Thomas Spink is listed as "Spar Manufacturer, 
Pleasant Row".2 He had disappeared by 1846, but in that year we learn 
that John Cunningham "Spar and Marble Ornament Manufacturer" had 
premises in High Street, Loughborough.3 He later moved to Churchgate, 
Loughborough, where he remained in business until 1863. If he prospered 
it was probably because competition was almost negligible. Apart from 
a single'mention of Henry Moore working as a Spar Manufacturer in Ward's 
End in 1850,4 there is no further record of bauble-making in Loughborough. 

In 1846 Thomas Burton appears as a "Spar Ornament Dealer" in 
Clap-Gun Gate, Castle Donington.s As a dealer it may be that he merely 
sold baubles manufactured elsewhere, as no evidence has been found to 
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suggest the existence of a bauble workshop in Castle Donington. So far as 
Leicester itself is concerned the old Directories are silent. There is no 
reference to baubles having been made or sold in the town at any time. 

There can be no doubt that it was mainly a very localised industry 
centred in the back-yard workshops of Whitwick, Thringstone and Coleorton 
when its prosperity was at its peak during the 1870s and 1880s. 

It seems likely that no bauble has been made in Leicestershire for over 
half a century. In Kelly's Directory for 1900 three "Spar Ornament 
Manufacturers" are listed, but they are not mentioned in the next edition 
of 1908. 

THE MANUFACTURE OF BAUBLES 

The stone was first cut into rectangular blocks by the spar saw and was 
then ready for turning on the treadle lathe. These blocks being ''in the 
rough" were smoothed with damp pumice while revolving. Larger solid 
objects, such as candlesticks, were turned in sections which were later glued 
together with a mixture comprising spar dust, resin and white of egg. The 
bauble was "finished" by being warmed and waxed in the oven or in 
front of the fire in preparation for the final polishing with fuller's earth. 
At one bauble shop it was customary for the wax to be obtained by arrange
ment with the local Catholic Church who saved their discarded candle-ends 
for this purpose! Some baubles, especially those made from poorer quality 
spar, were finally painted with a simple floral ornament, but it is rare to 
find a painted specimen today with more than a trace of its decoration intact 
because dampness and daily use soon caused the paint to flake off. The 
waxing, polishing and painting were usually done by the women. The 
baubles were then packed into crates and dispatched by rail to their seaside 
destinations but it was usual, in the summer months, for the proprietor of 
the business, or one of his trusted servants, to take a barrow of baubles to a 
seaside resort and sell them to visitors from a favoured "pitch" on the 
promenade. 

In the Leicester Museum collection there is a print of an old photograph 
in the possession of the late Mrs. Clarke at Whitwick. This picture shows her 
uncle, Mr. Joseph Ashton, selling his baubles from a barrow at Weston-super
Mare on a summer visit between 1875 and 1880. It is of great interest as being 
perhaps the only photograph directly connected with the industry to survive. 
He displays a tempting variety of spar ornaments but it may be of interest 
to record here a list of some of the curious objects known to have been made 
and sold as baubles so as to give an idea of the production of the industry: 

Candlesticks Ink Stands 

Jugs with brass lids 

Vases Spill Holders 

Tobacco Jars 

Mugs 

Draught Boards with squares inlaid with coloured stone 

Pepper, Mustard and Salt Pots 

Watch and Ring Stands 

Egg Cups Egg Timers 

Whistles 

Thermometers 
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Tumblers wfoh metal rims 

Grottoes 

Ewers 

"Views" 
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The last two objects listed require some explanation. Grottoes were, 
it seems, one of the most popular productions of the bauble shops. A box 
of spar was fitted with a magnifying glass window through which the viewer 
could admire the blue waters of a pool encircled with rocks, sea-shells and 
marine vegetation. 

"Views" were also in demand. These were printed from copper-plate 
engravings, mounted on cards and fitted inside the spar "peep-show" box 
which had a magnified window and side knobs for rotating each view in 
succession. The subject of one series illustrates three stately homes in 
Derbyshire, Willersley Castle, Chatsworth and Kedleston Hall. The 
original copper plate from which these views were printed and a plate 
showing two views of Ramsgate are in the possession of Mr. John Colledge 
at Whitwick. Another plate showing "The Monastery, Charnwood Forest" 
has unfortunately been lost in recent years. The latter series were specially 
made for visitors to Mount St. Bernard and cost 3s. 6d. each. The recorded 
retail prices for other baubles are as follows : 
Egg Cups 6d. (those purchased at the Monastery, 8d., always a slight increase 

on quoted prices here) 

Watch Stands 3s. to 3s. 6d. 
Ink Stands 3s. 6d. 

Small painted Candlesticks 8d. 

Tumblers with metal rims Is. 
Tobacco Jars 2s. 6d. 

"Best painted Jugs with fretwork handles" £1 Is. 
The existence of a monumental bauble is recalled by Mr. Colledge, who 

described a model of Whitwick parish church made for his grandfather by 
Joseph Ashton. The tower was about 2 ft. in height and was detachable 
from the rest of the building, which was made to scale. It was last seen in 
1946, but a recent search has unfortunately failed to locate it. 

THE INDUSTRY AND ITS PERSONALITIES 

THE PETERS FAMILY 

White's first Directory of 1846 lists James Peters as an ornamental 
spar manufacturer in North Street, Whitwick.6 It is not known when this 
business commenced but there can be no doubt that it flourished as a family 
concern until the end of the century. Mr. Herbert Peters, mentioned above, 
now living at Thringstone and nearing 80, is the grandson of James Peters 
and made baubles himself as a lad in his father's workshop. 

To return to the early days-James Peters was still carrying on the 
business in North Street, Whitwick, in 1855,7 but by 18638 he had moved 
to Workhouse Lane, Coleorton, probably to larger premises where, by the 
1870s, the firm came to be known as "J. Peters & Son". 
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Shortly afterwards young James Peters took over the business from his 
father and the final move took place. This was to Bauble Yard, Thringstone, 
where the house and workshop remained until quite recent years. The 
premises were demolished at the end of the last war and a bungalow now 
occupies the site, but it is still known locally as "Bauble Yard"-the bauble 
tradition here dies very hard. 

Mr. Herbert Peters can remember the workshop in 1890 and the names 
of the men who worked for his father-Arthur and John Whyman, John 
Roomes and Oliver Farnsworth ("Winkybank"). The latter could neither 
read nor write, but he had a good head for business and was entrusted with 
the job of taking a barrow of baubles to local fairs and markets. Two more 
trusted servants, William Upton and Charles Gough, used to take the firm's 
baubles to the seaside every summer. During the winter months everybody, 
including the salesmen, worked hard at making baubles so that a plentiful 
stock was ready for the holiday season. 

By the turn of the century the business had declined and finally closed 
down several years before Mr. James Peters's death in 1909. 

It is not normally possible to assign a bauble as a product of a particular 
workshop, but Leicester Museum is fortunate in possessing a bobbin stand 
which was made by Mr. James Peters at Thringstone (Acc. No. 433.1955). 

It was presented by his son, . who recalls that it was made specially for his 
wife when she came of age in 1901. 

Mr. Peters remembers that his uncle also made baubles for some years 
around 1890 at Union Farm, Church Gresley, just over the Derbyshire 
border. 

JOHN TUGBY 

Mr. Colledge has recorded that there is a local tradition in Whitwick 
tihat the bauble industry miginally started at Pegg's Green, a hamlet of 
Thringstone. This may well be true because in 1846 a John Tugby was 
landlord of the New Inn, Pegg's Green.9 He is not listed as a spar ornament 
manufacturer at that date but by 18 5 5 he was selling beer and making baubles 
at the New Inn. Subsequently, it seems, baubles became his main source of 
livelihood because in 1863, when we last hear of him, he had become a 
s,par ornament manufacturer only and the New Inn was in other hands. 

LEONARD PALMER 

Another instance of the industry being located in a small hamlet far 
from any centre of population is afforded by Leonard Palmer, who made 
baubles at Griffydam, a hamlet of Worthington, from 1877 to 1900. 

JOHN GOODACRE 

Mention should also be made of the Goodacre family of Zouch Mills, 
near Hathern. Samuel Goodacre was a plaster manufacturer in 1877, but 
his son John preferred spar ornaments and carried on a bauble business there 
from 1890 to 1900. 

JOSEPH ASHTON 

The final personality of the bauble industry, Joseph Ashton, of Whit
wick, has been mentioned already as the centre figure of the seaside snapshot 



PLATE V 

Castellated Watch Stand 

(98.1960/1) 



PLATE VI 

(a) 

Tobacco Jar 
(136.1958) 

(b) 

Picture Frame with photograph of Haddon Hall 
(220.1963/1) 
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at Weston-super-Mare in the late 1870s. He also combined the trades of 
beer and baubles and first appears in the 1870 Directory as "Beerhouse 
Keeper, Leicester Road, Whitwick". 10 He was in fact the Landlord of the 
Cricketers' Arms, now unlicensed, but still standing as a private house, 
No. 18 Leicester Road. 

His bauble business must have prospered because in 1877 it is described 
as "The Derbyshire Spar Works, Leicester Road"." Here he remained for 
many years assisted by his niece, Mrs. Sally Clarke, now well over 90, whose 
vivid memories of the "bauble days" have done much to facilitate the writing 
of this paper. It was her job to undertake the polishing, painting and 
packing. 

In common with all the o1her bauble businesses the inevitable decline 
set in as the century drew to a close; this is reflected in the Directory of 1895, 
where Joseph Ashton is described merely as "Beer Retailer and Spar 
Ornament Worker". He is last mentioned in 1900 and is known to have 
died at about that time. 12 

After his death his niece moved to a house called "Castle View" in 
Castle Street, Whitwick, where she carried on the business for a few years 
until she found that it was impossible to compete with the cheap German 
ornaments which were then flooding the English market. 

Since writing this paper the author has learned that there is a workshop 
at Shardlow in Derbyshire which still produces objects of this type. It has 
not yet been possible to investigate this, but it may be that some of the objects 
listed above originated there. 

CATALOGUE OF BAUBLES IN THE 
LEICESTER MUSEUMS COLLECTION 

All baubles are of turned spar and date from the second half of the nineteenth 
century. 

Grotto rotated by side knobs viewed through peep hole in top of oval container. 
The two scenes show rocks and shells set among marine vegetation. L. 4¾ in. 

Donor: Miss V. H. Tyrwhitt-Drake 57.1954/21 
Taper holder Baluster-shaped stem supporting bowl terminal, in the centre of. 

which is a hole for standing the taper. Ht. 7 in. Base 2½ in. square. 
Purchased 496.1954/ J 

Pair of Candlesticks Baluster-shaped stems terminating in round platforms with 
holes for candles. Ht. 5¼ in. Diam. of bases 2¾ in. 

Purchased 496.1954/2-3 
Watch stand Baluster stem terminating in a ball encircled by three knobs from 

which pocket watches can be suspended. Ht. 4¾ in. Base diam. 2 in. 
Purchased 499.1954 

View seen through hole in top of oval case. Photograph of "The Terrace, 
Haddon Hall" framed in a circular border of various coloured stones. Ht. 3 in. 

Donor: Miss G. M. Jenkins 265.1955 
Mustard Pot Cylindrical with domed lid and knob. Traces of painted 

decoration. Ht. 3 in. Base diam. 2¾ in. 
Purchased 307.1955/1 
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Small bowl with metal rim on pedestal base. Traces of painted decoration. 
Ht. 2½in. 

Purchased 
Powder pot Circular with turned roundel design on lid. Ht. i in. 

307.1955/2 
Diam. 2in. 
307.1955/3 Purchased 

Powder pot the flat lid inlaid with diagonal red and white spar panels forming 
segments of circle. Ht. 1¼ in. Diam. 2 in. 

Purchased 307.1955/ 4 
Bobbin stand for holding thread-reels. Three-tiered, with circular platforms 

each holding six reels. Surmounted by eggcup-shaped pin holder. Ht. 10 in. 
Diam. of platforms 5¾ in. Known to have been made by James Peters at Thring
stone and presented to his daughter-in-law on her 21st birthday in 1901. 

Purchased 433.1955 
Ink-well Bulbous shape with three quill holes in shoulder, much weathered and 

pitted. Said to have been found on the site of the Westminster Bank, St. Martin's, 
Leicester. Ht. 3 in. Diam. of base 2½ in. If the provenience is correct it is possible 
that this piece may not be strictly a "Bauble" but a similar item of much earlier date. 

Donor: Mrs. Warren Stanger 120.1956 
Candlestick Fluted column on square base supporting a square platform with 

pie-crust edging. Ht. 5½ in. 
Donor: Mr. J. A. Daniell 139.1956/1 

Spill holder Cylindrical. Ht. 3l in. Diam. 2¼ in. 
Donor: Mr. J. A. Daniell 139.1956/2 

Watch stand on a turned column is a recessed tray, set on a slope, into which 
the pocket watch is laid. A groove in the outer edge receives the watch-ring and 
winding knob. Ht. 5½ in. 

Donor: Mr. J. A. Daniell 139.1956/3 
Tobacco jar barrel shaped encircled with flat mouldings. Domed lid with knob 

for lifting. Tobacco presser disc inside. Ht. 6¼ in. Diam. 3¾ in. 
Donor: Mr. J. A. Daniell 99.1957 

Picture Frame circular with moulded rim, containing photograph of Haddon 
Hall. Diam. 4½ in. (Plate VIb) 

Donor: Mrs. M. Farnell 136.1958 
Watch stand semi-circular base on three feet. A central hole with two turreted 

candlesticks, one on each side. The whole imitates a castle. Ht. 5½ in. Diam. of 
base 6i :in. From The Moor, Coleorton, Leics. (Plate V) 

Purchased 98.1960/1 
Grotto egg-shaped case supported on stem and circular base. Two knobs for 

turning and viewing hole at top. The Grotto consists of a pool encircled with rocks 
and marine vegetation, the View shows Chatsworth House, set in a circular rustic 
frame. Hr. 6 ins. From The Moor, Coleorton, Leics. 

Purchased 98.1960/2 
Accessories 

Copper Plate engraved with circular views of Chatsworth, Kedleston Hall and 
Willersley Castle, Derbyshire. 3 in. X 6¼ in 

402.1955/1 
Copper Plate· engraved with oval views of Wellington Crescent, Ramsgate, and 

Ramsgate Harbour. 2¾ in X 3¾ in. 
402.1955/2 

Prints were made from these plates for insertion in the "Views". These were 
used in the bauble workshop of Mr. Joseph Ashton in Leicester Road, Whitwick. 

Spar saw L. 28 in. The teeth were specially cut for sawing the Spar. Used 
by Mr. James Peters (1839-1909) in his workshop at Thringstone. 

233.1955 



A LOST LEICESTERSHIRE INDUSTRY 41 

NOTES 
I. White, Directory of Leics. and Rutland (1846), 283, 369. 
2. Pigat, Directory of Leics. and Rutland (1841), 37. 
3. White, Directory (1846), 283. 
4. Slater, National and Commercial Directory (1850), 66. 
5. White, Directory (1846), 340. 
6. Ibid., 369. 
7. Post Office Directory of Leics. and Rutland (1855), 128. 
8. White, Directory (1863), 481. 
9. White, Directory (1846), 370. 

JO. Harrod, Directory of Leics. and Rutland (1870), 634. 
11. White, Directory (1877), 633. 
12. Having rented the Cricketers' Arms for many years, he purchased it a few years 

before he died. A receipt for a deposit of £50 dated 8 Dec. 1896 is in the 
Museum Collection. 


